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Poet Bashir
Badr passes
away at 91

Press Trust of India

Bashir Badr, one of most
quoted Urdu poets, died
aged 91 in Bhopal on
Thursday after a prolonged
illness. Born in Ayodhya on
February 15, 1935, he was
renowned for his mastery
of the Urdu language.
‘Aas’, his collection of 69
ghazals, earned him the
Sahitya Akademi Award in
Urdu in 1999.

Apart from the Padma
Shri, Badr was awarded
four times by the U.P. Urdu
Academy and once by the
Bihar Urdu Academy.

He is survived by his
wife and two children.
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29M. Poet Bashir Badr passes away at 91
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Bashir Badr, one of most quoted Urdu poets, died aged 91 in Bhopal on
Thursday after a prolonged iliness.
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‘Aas’, his collection of 69 ghazals, earned him the Sahitya Akademi Award

in Urdu in 1999.
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Apart from the Padma Shri, Badr was awarded four times by the U.P. Urdu

Academy and once by the Bihar Urdu Academy.
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When legal doctrine meets absurdity,
comedy, and courtroom theatrics

Comic undercurrents, institutional peculiarities, and unforgettable characters lie hidden beneath the solemnity of courts and the legal profession;

through judicial excess, courtroom spectacle, ghosts, and Al hallucinations, the stories reveal the human side of the administration of justice

Kartikey Singh

he law and the legal system

form the foundation of societal

order. Their legitimacy rests

upon procedural discipline,
fidelity to constitutional and statutory
frameworks, and the promise that
disputes will be resolved through reason.
Courts are designed to embody this
seriousness, with their elevated benches,
solemn-looking judges, and black robes.

Yet beneath this solemnity lies a less

acknowledged history of the legal
profession, shaped by vanity, wit,
eccentricity, bruised egos, theatricality,
and episodes of absurdity that reveal how
human the administration of justice has
always been. It is this hidden world of law,
with its comic undercurrents, institutional
peculiarities, and unforgettable
characters, that Solicitor General of India
Tushar Mehta writes about in his two
recently released books, The Lawful and
the Awful: Quirky Tales from the World of
Law and The Bench, the Bar, and the
Bizarre: The Unfamiliar, the Curious, and
the Extraordinary in Law. These volumes,
which are about foreign courts and legal
systems rather than the Indian judiciary,
transform humour into a mode of
institutional analysis.

The weight of the robe

The Lawful and the Awful opens with a
chapter titled ‘Bench without Borders’.
Judges, Mr. Mehta writes, are most often
found in the courtroom. Like lions in a
jungle, they are possessive of their
jurisdiction, and when that jurisdiction is
challenged, “various defensive behaviours
come into play such as unrealistic
expansion of authority, loud
vocalisations, displays of dominance and,

at times, outright aggression”. Beneath
the humour lies a perceptive study of
judicial temperament and the behavioural
instincts that courts so often conceal
beneath procedural complexity. The rest
of the book bears it out, case by case.

The range in the book is extraordinary.
Judge Phantly Roy Bean of Val Verde
County, Texas, who dispensed justice
from his tavern called the Jersey Lilly
Saloon by sitting on a barrel, kept a black
bear named Bruno both as a court
enforcer and his pet. He selected juries
from among his most regular drinking
customers. He sits in the same chapter as
Lord Chief Justice Jeffreys of the Bloody
Assizes, who in 1685 conducted summary
trials from inn to inn across England,
sentencing hundreds of people to death
while, contemporary accounts suggest,
allowing his appetite for fine food and
drink to influence his venue selection.

The centrepiece of The Lawful and the
Awful is “The Court of One: The Inimitable
Justice Scalia’, a long, carefully written
portrait of the American jurist whose
dissents rewrote the possibilities of
judicial prose.

Mr. Mehta’s footnoting is impeccable.
This matters as these are not apocryphal
anecdotes but documented legal history,
which is what gives the comedy its
particular edge. In law as in life, he
observes in the preface, truth is generally
more ridiculous than invention. His
literature endorses this view on almost

every page.

Anxieties of the modern courtroom
The Bench, the Bar, and the Bizarre
engages with an equally fascinating range
of themes. It confronts the present
directly: judicial bullying, the judiciary’s
uneasy encounter with social media, the

supernatural in courtrooms, and the
vertiginous question of Artificial
Intelligence in legal practice. Like its
companion, the tone remains composed,
observant, and frequently funny.

“The Divinity Virus: Bullies on the
Bench’ opens with the account of Judge
Talmadge D. Littlejohn of Mississippi’s 1st
Chancery District, who required everyone
present to stand and recite the ‘Pledge of
Allegiance’ before proceedings
commenced. The chapter records that in
October 2010, when a lawyer appearing
in his court declined to participate, he
had to face contempt of court. The pages
then throw a light on judicial excess -
judges unable to restrain their tempers,
repeatedly interrupting counsels,
humiliating lawyers, weaponising
authority through sarcasm and
intimidation, and mistaking institutional
power for personal infallibility. Mr. Mehta
uses these incidents to reveal how quickly
judicial authority, when unchecked, can
slide into spectacle and outright misuse.

‘Law beyond the Living: Demons,
Devils, Ghosts, and God in Court’, which
humeorously recounts people taking
celestial beings to court, is the liveliest
and one of the most insightful chapters in
both books. Mr. Mehta revisits the case of
Stambovsky v. Ackley, where a New York
court ruled on the principle of ‘buyer
beware’.

The owner of a house had publicly
claimed in magazines like Reader’s Digest
that the house was haunted. Later, when
a buyer complained during a contract
dispute, the court said the owner could
not suddenly deny the ghosts existed,
since she herself had promoted the house
as haunted. What begins as an absurd
ghost story evolves into a fascinating
example of courts adjudicating questions

seemingly beyond the boundaries of law
itself.

At a time when the Supreme Court has
itself raised concerns over the growing
use of Al in legal drafting, the chapter
‘Artificially Intelligent, Legally
Embarrassed: Hallucinations, Fake
Citations, and the Perils of
Robo-Research’ is timely. Mr. Mehta
observes that technology is only as
effective as its users, and the legal
profession, like any other profession, has
its share of both those who work hard and
those who work hardly.

Miscellany-at-Law series

Those who find themselves drawn deeper
into this tradition of legal humour as a
maode of serious inquiry would do well to
turn next to the classic three-volume
Miscellany-at-Law series by Sir Robert
Megarry, an eminent British lawyer,
judge, and legal author, who eventually
rose to serve as the Vice-Chancellor of the
Supreme Court of England and Wales.
Each volume is organised into chapters of
themed material - judicial temperament,
advocacy, absurd statutes and linguistic
oddities of legal drafting.

Much like Mr. Mehta’s excavations, the
range of the Miscellanies is astonishing: a
court in Charleston genuinely considering
whether horses should be required to
wear diapers and a court declining to
classify trespassing bees as ‘invitees’,
‘licensees,’ or ‘trespassers’.

All these stories are documented,
footnoted, and placed within their proper
legal context so that the comedy, rather
than displacing the doctrine, actually
sharpens it.

(Kartikey Singh, lawyer, and currently
working as a Law Clerk-cum-Research
Associate at the Supreme Court of India)
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29M. When legal doctrine meets absurdity, comedy, and courtroom theatrics
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e |tis this hidden world of law, with its comic undercurrents, institutional peculiarities, and
unforgettable characters, that Solicitor General of India Tushar Mehta writes about in his
two recently released books, The Lawful and the Awful: Quirky Tales from the World of
Law and The Bench, the Bar, and the Bizarre: The Unfamiliar, the Curious, and the
Extraordinary in Law.

farfer o it ot g% gfera, foresy grearaet 3iaeRTT, FeamTd fafeard aur sifaeRene
SFidFeicd FIFATAT §, % aR H R & WIATHT Felel IR AT o 91 gTel & H FehriIcl ar
WThe Lawful and the Awful: Quirky Tales from the World of Law T@T The Bench,
the Bar, and the Bizarre: The Unfamiliar, the Curious, and the Extraordinary in Law &

IGLEIR

e These volumes, which are about foreign courts and legal systems rather than the Indian
judiciary, transform humour into a mode of institutional analysis.
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The weight of the robe
s s s aR

e The Lawful and the Awful opens with a chapter titled ‘Bench without Borders’.
The Lawful and the Awful T 3TRe ‘Bench without Borders’ 2 dTer 3¢9 ¥ &IT &

e The centrepiece of The Lawful and the Awful is ‘The Court of One: The Inimitable Justice
Scalia’, a long, carefully written portrait of the American jurist whose dissents rewrote the
possibilities of judicial prose.
The Lawful and the Awful 3T HgIT 3THYUT ‘The Court of One: The Inimitable Justice

Yemen's ex-President
Hadi, who exiled to
Saudi Arabia, dies

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

Yemen’s former President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi,
who fled house arrest by
Houthi rebels and spent his
final years in Saudi Arabia,
has died, the Yemeni presi-
dency said on Thursday.
Three days of mourn-
ing, with lowered flags and
condolence books, was de-
clared to commemorate
Hadi, who oversaw a tu-
multuous period when the
Houthis  seized large
swathes of Yemen, trigger-
ing a devastating civil war.
The presidency’s state-
ment praised his “wise lea-
dership”, saying he “led
the Yemeni state through
one of the most complex

Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi

phases the country has ev-
er experienced, amid war,
coup, and unprecedented
humanitarian and eco-
nomic crises”.

Hadi fled to Saudi Ara-
bia in 2015 as war erupted
between the Houthis, who
had forced the government
from the capital Sanaa,
and a Saudi-led coalition.

Scalia’ §, ST 38 3ARH =aratae &1 faEgd vd Araumehgds
forar arar R, Toterehs 3raeafa Aokl & =R e &r
HIHTAATHT T IR FohaT |

e The Bench, the Bar, and the Bizarre engages with
an equally fascinating range of themes.
The Bench, the Bar, and the Bizarre THA &9 ¥ Y&
Tt & fareq et S[@en & Heewy gl

e  ‘The Divinity Virus: Bullies on the Bench’ opens
with the account of Judge Talmadge D. Littlejohn of
Mississippi’s 1st Chancery District, who required everyone

present to stand and recite the ‘Pledge of Allegiance’
before proceedings commenced.

“The Divinity Virus: Bullies on the Bench’ &r R3ATT
TATATAd & wyus Tl 3Tecere & warameier e 3.
Roreerstier 3 qUTeT & el &, Y PrRIATEY st €Y & o
33Uy T3i <ieTr Fr @3 g9 ‘Pledge of Allegiance’ T 916
e o ToIT aTe X |

29M. Yemen’s ex-President Hadi, who exiled to
Saudi Arabia, dies
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e Yemen’s former President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, who fled house arrest by Houthi
rebels and spent his final years in Saudi Arabia, has died, the Yemeni presidency said on

Thursday.

IHA & T4 Tl IraeTeal HYI 14, i gelt Rt eanr sroedr & smreRe 3r9et sifaa ay
T4 3G A f9aTT, o1 e 8 311 &1 Ig AT IEAR T FHT T el TEATA |

e Hadifled to Saudi Arabia in 2015 as war erupted between the Houthis, who had forced the
government from the capital Sanaa, and a Saudi-led coalition.

2015 # BIET WSEY IR HIT AT 3, ST ASTLTA FAl & TIHR T STET R Ieob &l Taaliedr 3R
3T aAc]cd dTel IS & o Jeer g I 7|

GS Paper 1: History

29 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

Sacred tradition

Spiritual bond: Muslim pilgrims shave each other’s heads,
during a ritual known as ‘halq’, marking the completion of

Haj after the symbolic stoning of the devil in Mina near the
holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on Wednesday.

GS Paper 1: Geography

29 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

29M |

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Iridescent streak

Sudden flash: Lightning illuminates the sky as a
thunderstorm brings in much-needed relief after a hot day
in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh on May 26. Lightning
has emerged as one of the most lethal natural hazards
inthe country. NCRB data showed that India reported
over 1 lakh deaths due to lightning between 1975 and
2024.

GS Paper Il: Polity

29 May 2026
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29M \ Will increasing the strength of the SC solve the pendency problem?
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FIT 3TUAH AATAY (SC) Y FATATENT TEAT T & AT ATHET R THATAT FHT AT gIoIT?

29M

A revival of sedition tied to consent

HEHAT W STBT SRR Hlefet 1 TeAoiiaet

Redd T

Legal Academic
and co-author
of Tareekh Pe
Justice:
Reforms for
India's District
Courts'

Swapnil
Tripathi
leads Chakra,
the

constitutional
law centre at
Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy

Will increasing the strength of the SC solve the pendency problem?

n May 17, the President promulgated
0 an ordinance increasing the

PARLEY I

sanctioned strength of the Supreme

Court from 34 to 38 judges. The
move came just days after the Union Cabinet
approved the Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026, stating that the
addition of four judges would enable the top
court to facilitate “speedy justice”. On May 27,
the Supreme Court Collegium recommended
the elevation of four High Court Chief Justices
and senior advocate V. Mohana as judges of the
top court. According to the National Judicial
Data Grid, pendency before the SC currently
stands at 93,966 cases. Is increasing the top
court’s strength an effective way to reduce
pendency? Prashant Reddy T. and Swapnil
Tripathi discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Aaratrika Bhaumik.

Was the ordinance route necessary to
increase the top court’s sanctioned strength?

Prashant Reddy: No. With Parliament set to
convene within weeks, the government could
easily have introduced the proposal through the
ordinary legislative process. In any event,
previous Bills increasing the sanctioned strength
of the top court have often passed with minimal
debate. In fact, in 2009, the government
reportedly introduced a similar measure
through a money Bill owing to its numerical
disadvantage in the Rajya Sabha. Resorting to an
ordinance for a measure of this nature deepens
icism and fuels y
speculation about the motives of the move.

Court’s willi
entertain a large number of Special Igzve
Petitions (SLPs) contribute to the pendency?

Swapnil Tripathi: Yes. The Constituent
Assembly envisaged that the Supreme Court
would exercise considerable restraint,
particularly in invoking its extraordinary
jurisdiction under Article 136 of the
Constitution. SLPs were conceived as a remedy
to be exercised sparingly. Over time, however, a
substantial portion of the Supreme Court’s
docket has come to be dominated by SLPs. What
is even more concerning is the court’s persistent
reluctance to formulate clear guidelines
governing the exercise of this jurisdiction. The
absence of any meaningful guidelines has
contributed to the very accumulation of arrears
the institution is now struggling to manage.

PR: The difficulty with Article 136 is that there
has never been a clear consensus, even within

The Supreme Court of India.

the Constituent Assembly, on the precise role
this jurisdiction was intended to perform. In
most other common law jurisdictions, top
courts have evolved institutional filters to
regulate discretionary appeals, mindful of the
finite judicial time available to them. They
generally confine themselves to the most

ee

The pendency crisis cannot truly be
addressed unless the Supreme Court
develops a more robust mechanism to filter
out frivolous litigation

SWAPNIL TRIPATHI

court of appeal. Over time, however, its
appellate jurisdiction has increasingly
overshadowed its role in deciding constitutional
questions. At the same time, the court must
ensure that the inflow of routine appeals is
reduced and that intervention is reserved for
cases where it is genuinely warranted. | would,
1, add an important caveat. \vhere
courts are called upon to decide

similar cases remain pending before different
High Courts, and instead of allowing at least one
High Court to conclusively adjudicate the issue,
the government files transfer petitions before
the Supreme Court. The result is that these cases
often remain pending before the top court for
several more years.

ST: The government’s litigation strategy often
appears to be driven by a highly result-oriented,
case-to-case approach rather than any coherent
policy. Courts have repeatedly questioned why
the government continues to pursue virtually
every dispute up to the Supreme Court, even in
cases where its position is clearly unsustainable.
‘There is also a striking lack of institutional
consistency. Changes in law officers often lead to
shifts in legal strategy, with successive counsels
positions entirely contrary

questions of law, such matters ought ideally to
be heard by larger Benches to minimise
inconsistencies in interpretation among
coordinate Benches.

cases. By contrast, as recently as 2016, a
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court
declined to narrow the scope of Article 136,
observing that no effort should be made to
restrict the court’s powers under l.he provision.

Wlll the Supreme Court’s
ned strength lead to more conflicting
nllmgs by coordinate Benches?

PR: Yes. An increase in the court’s sanctioned
strengm is likely to} result in greater doctrinal

The result is an i
system in which outcomes often appear
contingent on the Bench before which a matter
is listed. This, in turn, fuels allegations of Bench
fixing and corrupt listing practices, eroding the
court’s legitimacy in the eyes of the public.

Should the Court confine itself primarily to

when most judges sit
in Division Benches of two. A larger number of
Benches will inevitably result in a greater
number of cases being entertained and,
consequently, more conflicting rulings by
coordinate Benches. Further, once divergent
views emerge among coordinate Benches and
matters reqmre reference to larger Benches for

log?

PR: No. Last year, in Vijaya Bank & Anr. versus
Prashant B. Narnaware, a Division Bench of the
Supreme Court was called upon to interpret
Section 27 of the Indian Contract Act. The case
was about the validity of a bond clause; allowing
a public sector bank to recover s from an
employee who resigned before completing a
mandatory three-year service period. Although
framed as a contract law dispute, the issue went
to the heart of the right to work and carried
significant implications for labour mobility and
market competition. Questions of law with such
far-reaching consequences must engage the top
court’s attention. The real concern is not that
the Court hears such cases, but how it hears
them. Matters involving substantial questions of
law ought to be decided by larger Benches to
ensure doctrinal consistency.

ST: | agree. The Supreme Court was never
envisaged as a constitutional court alone. It was
also designed to function as the country’s final

resolution, delays are likely to
become even more pronounced.

ST: I think the polyvocality of the Supreme
Court is one of its strengths, but it works as a
strength only when accompanied by judicial
discipline. The two must complement each
other. Judges may arrive at different conclusions
on facts, but the application of legal principles
must remain consistent.

needa

Does th
litigation policy?

PR: The government was initially expected to
introduce a National Litigation Policy (NLP) to
reduce the overwhelming volume of cases
involving the Union, State governments, and
public sector undertakings that continue to clog
the judicial system. The government eventually
withdrew its assurance to introduce it, leaving
unanswered questions about how decisions
relating to government litigation are actually
taken. There are numerous instances where

to those taken earlier. Ultimately, it is the
individual litigant, lacking the State’s resources
and institutional capacity, who suffers the most.

‘What are the institutional reforms required?

ST: The pendency crisis cannot truly be
addressed unless the Supreme Court develops a
more robust mechanism to filter out frivolous
litigation. This is particularly important in the
context of Public Interest Litigations (PIL). The
court must strictly apply the guidelines laid
down in State of Uttaranchal versus Balwant
Singh Chaufal (2010), including ensuring that a
PIL is filed for a genuine public cause and not
driven by personal or polmul interests. As for
cases already pending before the court, stricter
time allocation for oral arguments is essential.
Greater reliance should also be placed on
written submissions so that judicial time is not
consumed by prolonged hearings.

Is this an opportunity to improve gender
representation on the Bench?

PR: Yes. In my view, these four additional
positions ought ideally to be filled by women.
‘There must also be greater transparency in the
appointments process.

ST: A common justification offered for not
appointing more women judges is that there are
not enough senior women judges in the High
Courts. But the convention of seniority has often
been relaxed when it comes to appointing male
judges to the Supreme Court.

To listen to the full interview

El Scan the code or go to the link
www thehindu com

29M. Will increasing the strength of the SC solve the pendency problem?
FIT ITUTH AT (SC) T ~arameiler TEAT eI  dAfad AT HY HEAT HT

HHTET §IoT?

On May 17, the President promulgated an ordinance increasing the sanctioned strength of
the Supreme Court from 34 to 38 judges.

17 7S T USEUTA o Teh HEATGLT TR L HaTod ~ARITed T TdIhd AT 68T &1 34 &
oY 38 T feaT|

The move came just days after the Union Cabinet approved the Supreme Court (Number
of Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026, stating that the addition of four judges would enable the
top court to facilitate “speedy justice”

g T HFAT ARHSS caRT Wafed AT (warareel A gE&an) genee 9T, 2026
Holl &t o o &1 Tt sTe; Sora a1y, Toraet shet 1T T o TR 3faRerd =arameiieit it forgfera
¥ Hafed ~arTery “caRd =41 GiATRed Y Feha|

On May 27, the Supreme Court Collegium recommended the elevation of four High Court
Chief Justices and senior advocate V. Mohana as judges of the top court.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id

info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Page5



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

27 7§ 1 Faled +ARTerd FIATHIH o TR 3T w1 & HEG =graredelt gy aRss
31fRraera dt. AT S Fafed FARATerT & AR & &G 7 fogerd Tiel T [AwIRer |

According to the National Judicial Data Grid, pendency before the Supreme Court currently
stands at 93,966 cases.

USERy =T 32T s & 31TaR, aciAT & Hafed warITery 7 Sfdd Al i HE&ar 93,966 &

The Constituent Assembly envisaged that the Supreme Court would exercise considerable
restraint, particularly in invoking its extraordinary jurisdiction under Article 136 of the
Constitution.

HRIUTT | & U5 URevodal 1 Y for wafea mamarery faay &0 & |@fens & rgedeg 136 &
37T 39T ATIROT TARIRGT ST T2NT 31T HIH & AT AT |

SLPs were conceived as a remedy to be exercised sparingly.

faety aregafer anfRrIsit (SLPs) T shedsir Teh 0 3UT o & # 1 a1$ Y fSraenr 39h1eT AfFd
gRfeafaat # forar S|
PR: The difficulty with Article 136 is that there has never been a clear consensus, even

within the Constituent Assembly, on the precise role this jurisdiction was intended to
perform.

AR 3BT 136 o TTY HiSAS T6 ¢ foh Tad WIALTST WHT o $fic 8ff & TRRIRAT T Tl
STHRT T oIt Hell TUsC FgATT el @

They generally confine themselves to the most contentious or jurisprudentially significant
cases.

q QA T T hdel AT faarerede a1 fafemeNy give & Agcaqot AFd de @fAd
@A gl
By contrast, as recently as 2016, a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court declined to

narrow the scope of Article 136, observing that no effort should be made to restrict the
court’s powers under the provision.

g8 T, 81T 81 & 2016 & Fafed +ATATad 1 Teh HiAeTar N5 = IrTeda 136 & R
mﬁmaﬂﬁﬁwaﬂﬁ@wmﬁ:sﬁmﬁ%mﬁwaﬁ%mﬁm
FeY T IS TATH 78T [hIT ST AT

This, in turn, fuels allegations of Bench fixing and corrupt listing practices, eroding the
court’s legitimacy in the eyes of the public.

58 IRUTHETEY S FRFaeT T r5e Fietor Uishan3il & 3Rl & o A g, foad
STl hY GSC # FATATE T AT HHASIN Bl 5

Should the Court cone ne itself primarily to constitutional cases to reduce backlog?

wﬁﬁamﬁﬁwwﬁ*mmﬁwzﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁamﬁmww

afge?

Last year, in Vijaya Bank & Anr. versus Prashant B. Narnaware, a Division Bench of the
Supreme Court was called upon to interpret Section 27 of the Indian Contract Act.

oo Iy, e dF va 37 T venid o, Avfat A F afea ~aamerd 7 veh @sdis &r
AR wideT M fgsr Y &RT 27 I sIrEar Fta & T ser = am|

The case was about the validity of a bond clause; allowing a public sector bank to recover
damages from an employee who resigned before completing a mandatory three-year service
period.

Ig HATHT Ueh §18 TN T JaT & i o1, St et @rdeifae &7 & S o 39 Faar &
erfargfet agerat 1 AT SaT U1 fore et ciet g T e 37afer qui gl & Tgel SEcT &
feargn
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Will increasing the Supreme Court’s sanctioned strength lead to more conflicting rulings by
coordinate Benches?

FIT Wafod ATy $Y Flgd AT HEAT 931 § FoAwat ot & wea? faeh faotat F gefer aefte

PR: Yes.

R &l

An increase in the court’s sanctioned strength is likely to result in greater doctrinal
inconsistency, particularly when most judges sit in Division Benches of two.

SATATerY T Fdlehel HEAT H Jeftr & faferes [eeidl # 318 a1l 3cdet glet shT HHTE= &,
TV e St Jrfeier =arareder a-Heed wede 3 dad &l

Does the government need a more consistent litigation policy?

FATTIHR $ HTUF FHIT FHGACTS afifel Y HTERTHAT 82

PR: The government was initially expected to introduce a National Litigation Policy (NLP)
to reduce the overwhelming volume of cases involving the Union, State governments, and
public sector undertakings that continue to clog the judicial system.

IR TReT A g 31967 T 97 AT 3 TR IR FaweAarsit Afer (NLP) Teqa il arfes &g,
U TIHRT 3R AESToteh SUsha! T TS AT AT o ST T A FhaAT ST Teh, S =11
SATELT I ITTEL A Ed &

The government eventually withdrew its assurance to introduce it, leaving unanswered
guestions about how decisions relating to government litigation are actually taken.

3Tl cT: TR ¥ S 9] hled T 37T IMRAA AT o form, Torad Tg 9ot JHefa Rl g I
T TR Fhe AT & Feferd fAoTy areda # e geR forw oI &

There are numerous instances where similar cases remain pending before different High
Courts, and instead of allowing at least one High Court to conclusively adjudicate the issue,
the government files transfer petitions before the Supreme Court.

U 37eTeh 3GTERVT § o181 AT YR & ATl [affest 3o0 Fa™Tedl 7 dfad 8d &, 3R FF-3-
H Ueh 3T wIRITerd 1 3 TH @0 o #hl ITeTATT S & oI SUhR Waled warrers &

FATATIIOT JAFIT R FT ST B

The result is that these cases often remain pending before the top court for several more
years.

gRUTHTTRT 3 A Fafea =TT # &3 3R ast a« dfed s wa g1

ST: The government’s litigation strategy often appears to be driven by a highly result-
oriented, case-to-case approach rather than any coherent policy.

THEY: TXHR T HheAdTN 0TI IHFET Fohdly FaITel fet o T rcaferss aRome-&iga 3k
AFA-E-ATHS giSeshoT & IR fg@ms & &

Courts have repeatedly questioned why the government continues to pursue virtually every
dispute up to the Supreme Court, even in cases where its position is clearly unsustainable.

FIRTT of SR-g) Ig 92T 3317 & fob TIHR 91T Ucdeh [aare, st Hafed ~ar&Ted odeh a7 of
ST T, TBT aoh b 3T ATHAT H off ST8T 3GaT UeT Tqse &9 F et 181 g

What are the institutional reforms required?
FleT-q FEATTT FUR AT 82

ST: The pendency crisis cannot truly be addressed unless the Supreme Court develops a
more robust mechanism to filter out frivolous litigation.

T Jfad ATHT & Hehe T IEddh AT de deh THT el & o9 deh Haied ~I=Tead
Jeo Td oY Hehc Al I Bice o [T 378 gag a7 e ad w7gT e
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I% T &9 ¥ e AR (PIL) & FE9T 7 AT Aga ol ¢l
e The court must strictly apply the guidelines laid down in State of Uttaranchal versus

Balwant Singh Chaufal (2010), including ensuring that a PIL is filed for a genuine public

cause and not driven by personal or political interests.

T i TT B ITRIT aATH Tolad Qg Aerer (2010) 7 AR feanfadelt s dorar &
qTeleT AT R, TSIea I8 GATRed sialm il anfder § 7oh PIL aredides Stefee & fow grar

IS 8, 7 for cafagera ar Teeifas fgat @ aRka gl

A revival of sedition tied to consent

The Supreme Court’s May 21 clarification partially revives sedition proceedings under Section 124A for consenting accused persons; the direction creates disparity

in the working of Section 124A and leaves accused caught between trial under an undecided law and indefinite limbo

LETTER & SPIRIT

Krishnadas Rajagopal

three-judge Bench headed by

Chief Justice of India Surya

Kant clarified on May 21 that

courts may proceed with trials,
appeals and proceedings under Section
124A of the now-repealed Indian Penal
Code if the accused raise no objection. In
effect, the direction partially revived the
paused colonial-era sedition provision for
those willing to face trial.

The direction came in a special leave
petition filed by a person anxious about
his nearly-decade-old appeal against
conviction under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, the Arms Act, and
several provisions of the IPC, including
Section 124A.

He and his co-accused were sentenced
to life imprisonment by a Sessions Court
in Madhya Pradesh in February 2017.
Their appeal before the State High Court
had remained in limbo after the Supreme
Court ordered all ongoing and future
proceedings under Section 124A to be
kept in abeyance in an interim order on
May 11, 2022.

The Supreme Court Bench found that
the High Court “appeared reluctant” to
hear the appeal while the May 2022 order
remained in force. The appellant in this
case, Kamran, submitted that he was
willing to let the High Court hear the
appeal in its entirety, including with
respect to sedition.

The Bench relented by passing a
general direction that sedition
proceedings under Section 124A against
consenting accused persons, like Kamran,
should go ahead. The court’s decision,
apparently, was guided by speedy trial
and closure for the accused and reducing
the burden on the justice administration
system, already groaning under a backlog.

Constitutional questions

However, on the flip side, the Supreme
Court’s clarification has exposed
consenting accused persons to be subject
to a provision which both the court and
the government had considered suspect
in 2022. The challenge to the

29M. A revival

constitutionality of Section 124A is
pending in the Supreme Court. Multiple
writ petitions in 5.G. Vombatkere versus
Union of India had challenged Section
124A for violating foundational rights.

The pendency of the Vombatkere
petitions raises the question whether
lower courts would pronounce a
judgment on guilt when the
constitutionality of the provision was
itself suspect. Besides, the May 21
clarification was passed in an
unconnected case, Kamran versus State of
Madhya Pradesh, without issuing notice to
or hearing the petitioners in the
Vombatkere group of matters.

Practical problems may also arise for
lower courts if one accused is willing to be
tried under Section 124A while his
co-accused may not. The answer lies in
deciding the petitions challenging the
colonial provision, and not delivering
stopgap clarifications.

The clarification of May 21 further
rebels against the fundamental right of
‘equality before the law’. The interim
order of May 2022 had expressed the
Supreme Court’s “hope and expectation™
that the government would not register
any fresh FIRs, continue investigation or
take coercive measures against people
under Section 124A while the challenge to
the provision was still alive in the apex
court. The order had given affected

GETTY IMAGES

parties, against whom Section 124A was
invoked, liberty to approach courts for
relief. It had gone to the extent of
directing that adjudication with respect to
connected Sections in such cases would
proceed only if courts were of the opinion
that no prejudice would be caused to the
accused. None of these directions was
modified on May 21.

Unequal consequences

The clarification may lead to a visible
disparity in the working of Section 124A.
Trials and court proceedings would
resume against the accused who may
have consented out of a sense of anguish
or were sure of their innocence, while
others, not so frantic for clesure, would
opt to quietly wait it out till the apex court
finally decided on the legality of Section
124A. The Supreme Court’s prolonged
delay on the Vombatkere petitions leaves
vulnerable citizens stranded between a
rock and a hard place: either consent to a
trial under an undecided law, which
carries a life imprisonment, or endure
indefinite limbo.

Again, the May 21 direction would
mean trial and appeals would resume for
consenting accused on a provision which
the apex court and the Centre had agreed
in 2022 was not in tune with the current
social milieu, and was intended for a time
when this country was under the colonial

of sedition tied to consent

HEAT A S[3T SARIE FTeleT T ToTattaeT

regime. The Attorney General had, at the
time, shared instances of glaring misuse
of Section 124A, like when an
independent MP and her husband were
booked under Section 124A after they
threatened to recite the Hanuman Chalisa
outside the private residence of a former
Maharashtra Chief Minister.

The offence of sedition has been traced
to the Statute of Westminster 1275, when
the King was considered the holder of the
Divine right. Pre-dating the Constitution,
the provision has been viewed with
suspicion in Independent India. The
country’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, had described the Section on the
floor of the Provisional Parliament in 1951
as “highly objectionable and obnoxious”.
In 1962, the Supreme Court in Kedar Nath
Singh versus State of Bihar read it down to
say that a “citizen has a right to say or
write whatever he likes about the
government, or its measures, by way of
criticism or comment, so long as he does
not incite people to violence or with an
intention of creating public disorder”.

Burden on State

Even Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, considered a successor to Section
1244, is under challenge in the Supreme
Court for its ambiguity, cloaking an
immense capacity to have a chilling effect
on free speech and expression.

The current challenges to sedition
provisions urge the Supreme Court to
conform to post-Kedar Nath precedents
like R.C. Cooper, Indira Gandhi versus Raj
Narain and LR. Coelho, which established
that fundamental rights did not reside in
isolated silos or watertight compartments
— a curtailment of free speech brought
about by a charge under Section 124A or
Section 152 would also affect the right to
life and personal liberty. The content of
each fundamental right animates the
others.

The burden is on the State to establish
that a “rights-limiting” sedition provision
is necessary in a democratic society. It
should not be left to affected parties to
consent to sedition proceedings out of
sheer desperation caused by a delay to
decide the constitutionality of Section
124A by none other than the highest court
of the country.

THE GIST

v

The May 21 clarification allow
trials, appeals and proceeding
under Section 124A to go
ahead for accused persons
willing to face trial, even as th
challenge to the
constitutionality of the
provision remains pending in
the Supreme Court.

v

The prolonged delay in
deciding the Vombatkere
petitions leaves vulnerable
citizens between consenting t
proceedings under a
colonial-era law carrying life
imprisonment or remaining ir
prolonged limbo.

e The direction creates disparity in the working of Section 124A and leaves accused caught
between trial under an undecided law and indefinite limbo.

g ¢l 4RT 124A & ShaTeadial 7 AT Scdeed T & AR IR T Teh JHf0licT Hefer

& et FeheH auT HfAfRadeTels 3R $ feufa & @i Har ois &ar §

e Athree-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant clarified on May 21 that

courts may proceed with trials, appeals and proceedings under Section 124A of the now-
repealed Indian Penal Code if the accused raise no objection.
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AR F FET AT GART I 3EFeTdT arell diet-=armefielt i dis o 21 7 &1 Tve fhar
o afey 31fSgera A1 3mafer 78t o1 €, A Farery 319 fAved 8 g el &3 wftar A aw
124A & 3T Hehe AT, el 3R Hriarfeat 1 397 o7 Fevd £

The direction came in a special leave petition filed by a person anxious about his nearly-
decade-old appeal against conviction under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, the
Arms Act, and several provisions of the IPC, including Section 124A.

Ig Tder veh U8 g ganT grR ey srqwfar afar & mar, S e afafafaat
(fraron) sffTs, o AT, JuT aRT 124A GRT HRAT &3 Gfgar i e armit &
37Tl 37U SIS 2Tk YUY QTG o fareeer wifde rdter st o Rifda am|

Their appeal before the State High Court had remained in limbo after the Supreme Court
ordered all ongoing and future proceedings under Section 124A to be kept in abeyance in an
interim order on May 11, 2022.

3eThT 3T T 30 AT H difad 1§ 15 oY, Fife wafea ~—mea & 11 7€ 2022 &
AR 3L F URT 124A & T Tl TdaTT 3R 9iasy AT Fryarfeat o TafEia @ &1
forder fe=m am|

The Bench relented by passing a general direction that sedition proceedings under Section
124A against consenting accused persons, like Kamran, should go ahead.

%ﬁwmﬁé&raﬁwﬁg@ﬂﬁﬁ%wﬁwa@gﬁ%%mu%
& AN TSTIE Tl HIIATRAT STRY Tg=it arfu|

The court’s decision, apparently, was guided by speedy trial and closure for the accused and
reducing the burden on the justice administration system, already groaning under a backlog.

T T Ig T10Tg TIed: Al & ToIT calRed etarg 3R Ao & fAeaRor & giaed
A TUT TGl I S A o aIsT H & AT T dF I AR HHA el 1 gioe & IR Tl

Constitutional questions

s v

The challenge to the constitutionality of Section 124A is pending in the Supreme Court.
YT 124A T HITAR TEAT T oAl SoF TTe HHIT 3738 8 Fafed wararery A offad g

Multiple writ petitions in S.G. Vombatkere versus Union of India had challenged Section
124A for violating foundational rights.

.5, ideHh T AR Y H ST 3 Re A3 o aRT 124A &Y Fifas 37THRY

SoolelsT e dTell FefTct §T JeAlel &F 2|

The pendency of the Vombatkere petitions raises the question whether lower courts would
pronounce a judgment on guilt when the constitutionality of the provision was itself suspect.

FigeH ATTAHT3T & dfad Wt T TG T2 3cUoet 81T ¢ foh FAT Tl ITGTeld GG e I<
Aot ¢ Tahcl &, STafer T 30 UIaeITeT T Taeieleh dUdT & AeIe ¢

Besides, the May 21 clarification was passed in an unconnected case, Kamran versus State
of Madhya Pradesh, without issuing notice to or hearing the petitioners in the Vombatkere
group of matters.

8 Hfalerd, 21 A 61 TISCdT U ITHTICYH ATH!, FAUT do1H7 ALT YU Asd, H IR Hr
I oY, 9T Siaea Tg & HIHeH & ATTARIRAIHT Y ATCH STRY fohT AT 37hT Feotars |

Practical problems may also arise for lower courts if one accused is willing to be tried under
Section 124A while his co-accused may not.

I Teh HTHYFT URT 124A & 37Tl HeheH I TTHAT el Sl IR &1 STelfeh SHAT Tg-HTHGFT
TR A g1, ot 38 ATl 31eTeldl & THeT SATagIe THTATY Y Scdeet g Tohcll g |
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The clarification of May 21 further rebels against the fundamental right of ‘equality before
the law’.

21 A T Ig TISCAT ‘FIefeT F THET FAGTAT o Hiforeh IfUHR & o gfciepet Tehe g1 31

The interim order of May 2022 had expressed the Supreme Court’s “hope and expectation”
that the government would not register any fresh FIRs, continue investigation or take coercive
measures against people under Section 124A while the challenge to the provision was still
alive in the apex court.

AE 2022 F AR 31T & Fafea FArTeaT 7 32 3R 39T gFq Hr off fF S9 aw 59
ST T Feflcll ot ATeT AT Fafod AT # oifdd §, 09 de SN R 124A & 3iadid
IS 7S UHATSIR Gof oTeT I, AT AR aAeT IWT 3R 7 &7 9T o A cHeAHD e
3o

The country’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, had described the Section on the floor
of the Provisional Parliament in 1951 as “highly objectionable and obnoxious”.

22T & T FUTAH STATETATT Ag® of 1951 F 3R T8 & 3T YRT Y “3cdd 3maferstes
AR gioTe” sarr )

In 1962, the Supreme Court in Kedar Nath Singh versus State of Bihar read it down to say
that a “citizen has a right to say or write whatever he likes about the government, or its

measures, by way of criticism or comment, so long as he does not incite people to violence or
with an intention of creating public disorder”.

1962ﬁmmﬁ?mmmmﬁmmﬁsﬂ£rm@ﬁam§0
T AT foh “Teh ATITRE T LR 37YUAT 3T ATl o [a9T F 3fTelra=r a7 feoquft & &9 7 S
UATE Fgey AT for@sy o1 HATFR &, S5 deh o ag A9 o GAT & TIT 3HATAT o 81 372aT Aol
HSTGEYT 3ol el T 3662 of TEATRT|”

Burden on State

TS T &1

Even Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, considered a successor to Section
124A, is under challenge in the Supreme Court for its ambiguity, cloaking an immense
capacity to have a chilling effect on free speech and expression.

HARAT AT ST T &RT 152, fS &RT 124A ST 3AUTARRY ATAT ST &, 3 37917 3regsedr &
HRUT ITATH +ARATAT H TeAlclT & 31efieT B, Fiifoh 3697 1Rl 3R areh Tac=cdr R 7Ry
T STelel T T T &TH T ATed &1

The current challenges to sedition provisions urge the Supreme Court to conform to post-
Kedar Nath precedents like R.C. Cooper, Indira Gandhi versus Raj Narain and |.R.
Coelho, which established that fundamental rights did not reside in isolated silos or watertight
compartments — a curtailment of free speech brought about by a charge under Section
124A or Section 152 would also affect the right to life and personal liberty.

STETE HeHh TIEel &1 & 318 qTATeT ol lfadl Feaas ~Arred ¥ 31 i ¢ & a8 Fer
ATy & dTe; & fAoTat oI .. F9R, e el qamT st ARTIOT U7 3TE.3R. Fval & 36T
Tor, fotegiet Tt o fop Hiforer 31fRieR s ar qoid: SreeT-3rereT @rdr 7 A 78 T —
€T 124A 3727dT €RT 152 & 39T of9MT 37T 3RIGT A 3cTeaT TR FT I Tadaar R wfase,
Shaet 3R afFaaTa Tad=ar & 3R @ 8 wenfad |
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Myanmar President Hlaing to visit India; exiled govt. protests
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China to send delegation of army scholars to key defence summit

et waE YT ey gt & a1 & fggmat #1 wfafafterse asen

Myanmar President
Hlaing to visit India;
exiled govt. protests

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Myanmar President U Min
Aung Hlaing will visit India
from May 30 to June 3, the
External Affairs Ministry
announced on Thursday.
This will be the first foreign
visit by President Hlaing
since he won the contro-
versial election (December
2025-January 2026) that
excluded political parties
of the Opposition.

The Opposition National
Unity Government (NUG)
has protested against the
announced visit, describ-
ing Mr. Hlaing as a “terro-
rist junta leader” who is at-
tacking Myanmar’s people.

“Myanmar lies at the
confluence of India’s
neighbourhood First, Act
East and MAHASAGAR pol-
icies. The official visit of
President U Min Aung Hla-
ing to India is expected to
further strengthen and
deepen the multi-faceted
relations between the two
countries,” the Ministry
said. The visit will be keen-
Iy watched as it comes
against the backdrop of in-
tensifying Myanmar mili-

FFAA A V1 F Agarn &1 yfafaftsse aeen

e China said on Thursday it will send a delegation of
scholars from its army’s study institutions to attend
Asia’s premier security forum in Singapore.

e =¥ I[EAR T gl foh g AT JeAT & AT TEATAT
& fagarat a1 veh yiafAfRsse fiamge 7 smafsra efmr
& T GR&T #HT H 19T ool & fow st

e The Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia’s top international

India-based Myanmar
opposition groups
have announced they
will hold protests
during the visit

tary attacks on rebel tar-
gets in Chin state, close to
Mizoram, that is known for
rare earth minerals.

India-based Myanmar
opposition groups have an-
nounced they will hold
protests coinciding with
the visit.

Mr. Hlaing will begin his
visit from Bodh Gaya
where he is expected to off-
er prayers at the Maha
Bodhi temple and meet re-
sident Myanmar nationals
and monks. The Ministry
said the President will be
accompanied by a “high-le-
vel delegation comprising
Cabinet Ministers, senior
officials, and business lead-
ers”. He will meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
June 1 and participate in a
Myanmar-India business
forum in Delhi. He is next
scheduled to visit Mumbai
for meetings with business
leaders and industrialists.

29M. Myanmar President Hlaing to visit India;
exiled govt. protests

FIAR F TSl TS HRA &R 9T 3o, Reifaa
EHR A farver srarar

e “Myanmar lies at the confluence of India’s
Neighbourhood First, Act East and MAHASAGAR policies.”

“FIAR IR $r Neighbourhood First, Act East 31X

MAHASAGAR ifaaY & derd oX feua g1

e The visit will be keenly watched as it comes against the
backdrop of intensifying Myanmar military attacks on rebel
targets in Chin state, close to Mizoram, that is known for rare
earth minerals.

g U7 VW GHI 81 W & I FATAR &7 V11 FAGRA & Aehe
& R U= & A8 & IR gHe dof FIET &, S [T 3
ARew & foIT S Sar &1

e Mr. Hlaing will begin his visit from Bodh Gaya where he
is expected to offer prayers at the Maha Bodhi temple and meet
resident Myanmar nationals and monks.

Y TSI 37T ATAT T QT3 AT Y A, el 3§ Hgra ey
FIT 3 91T et 3N @ 16 @ FAAR & ARTRET 27 fRegst &
HellehTd T |

BELJING

China to send delegation of army
scholars to key defence summit

NGRI-LA

29M. Chinato send
delegation of army
scholars to key

defence summit A

e g TaT RrEy

LT W —— "”’
| N

China said on Thursday it will send a delegation of scholars from its
army’s study institutions to attend Asia’s premier security forum in
Singapore. The Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia’s top international
defence summit, kicks off in the city-state on Friday. The meeting
will be attended by U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth this year. AFP

defence summit, kicks off in the city-state on Friday.

QITITEY-ST ST, ST TR T YW 3RASEY TET RAITR Tl ¢, YohaR & 380 IR &
YE g |
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India, Korea agree to address India’s growing bilateral trade deficit

AR 3R FRATF #4RT & Toa gATEhT SR o1 F g FA W FegAfA STaqS

India, Korea agree to
address India’s growing
bilateral trade deficit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The negotiating teams of
India and South Korea con-
cluded the 12th round of
negotiations on upgrading
the existing trade agree-
ment between the two
countries, with South Ko-
rea agreeing to address In-
dia’s growing bilateral
trade deficit, the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry
said on Thursday.

Commerce Minister Piy-
ush Goyal and South Ko-
rean Trade Minister Yeo
Han-koo had in April 2026
signed a joint declaration
to accelerate negotiations
to upgrade the India-Korea
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (IK
CEPA), which had come in-
to force in 2010.

The 12th round of the
upgrade negotiations was
held in New Delhi on May

The 12th round of

the upgrade

negotiations was held
in New Delhi on Ma

25-27, 2026

25-27, 2026. “Both sides
acknowledged India’s bilat-
eral trade deficit, which
has risen significantly since
the IK CEPA came into
force in 2010, and agreed
to address the issue within
the overall IK CEPA frame-
work,” the Commerce Mi-
nistry said in a statement.
India’s trade deficit with
South Korea stood at $15.6
billion in 202526, com-
pared with $5.1 billion in
the financial year ended
March 2010. “During the
current round, discussions
were held on trade in
goods, trade in services,
rules of origin and origin
procedures, investment,

and sanitary and phytosan-
itary standards,” it added.
The two sides also de-
cided to constitute sub-
groups to discuss coopera-
tion in the areas of digital
trade, supply chain coop-
eration, and strategic in-
dustrial cooperation.
“India and Korea reaf-
firmed their commitment
to conclude the CEPA up-
grade negotiations in a
time-bound manner, with
the objective of achieving a
modernised and mutually
beneficial agreement that
supports the shared vision
of balanced bilateral trade
and enhanced coopera-
tion,” the statement said.
The negotiations were
co-chaired by Kapil Chaud-
hary, Joint Secretary in the
Department of Commerce
and Park Geun-oh, Direc-
tor General for Trade
Agreement Policy in the
Republic of Korea.

et 37 3manfora foram arm|

o “Both sides acknowledged India’s bilateral trade deficit, which has risen significantly since the
IK CEPA came into force in 2010.”

‘ST T&T o AR & gfauafa samR wre @l FIewR R, S 2010 7 IK CEPA 1] 8ot & &1 ¥
FHIHY 9¢ TAT|”

¢ India’s trade deficit with South Korea stood at $15.6 billion in 2025-26, compared with $5.1
billion in the financial year ended March 2010.

SfaYoT FIRT 3 TTT HRT T SATIR GTeT 2025-26 F 15.6 3T SfeR 8T, ST AT 2010 F
AT fadT 99 & I8 5.1 3R Sle) AT

29M. India, Korea agree to address
India’s growing bilateral trade deficit

R 31X FINAT & HRT F Jed
&faueiir SR °1e T g FI W
At STars

e Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and
South Korean Trade Minister Yeo Han-koo had
in April 2026 signed a joint declaration to
accelerate negotiations to upgrade the India-
Korea Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (IK CEPA).

Ao 3l N aMrer 3N gfEror FIRar &
SAYR HAY IY §T-F o I8l 2026 H HRA-FINAT
e e HreiieRT Fastla (IK CEPA) i
SeeTcl Sollel §c] aTel & ol dlel o foIT Tt
HIYOT O §EATER fhT |

e Which had come into force in 2010.
ST 2010 # ST §31 Tl

e The 12th round of the upgrade
negotiations was held in New Delhi on May
25-27, 2026.

3oeA 3T ATAT T 12aT &R 25-27 #AE 2026 HT 4§
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Chandrayaan-2 identifies ‘possible
presence’ of ice in lunar south pole

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Nearly six years after it was
launched, India’s second
moon mission Chan-
drayaan-2 continues to
provide valuable data on
the satellite.

In a new finding, scien-
tists have found the possi-
ble presence of sub-surface
ice in the Lunar South Po-
lar Region. These were the
findings of scientists from
the Physical Research Lab-
oratory (PRL) who used
observations from the
Chandrayaan-2’s Dual Fre-
quency Synthetic Aperture
Radar (DFSAR) payload.

In this study, the scien-
tists focused on doubly

N

Lunar shades: In the study, the scientists focused on special craters

o ¢ U‘. .
‘\". v ' v

located in permanently shadowed regions of the moon. PTI

shadowed craters, which
are special craters located
in permanently shadowed

regions (PSRs) of the
moon.
Due to continuous

shielding from sunlight

and thermal radiation,
these regions remain ex-
tremely cold (tempera-
tures -25K) and are consi-
dered favourable locations
for preserving water-ice ov-
er long geological times-

cales. Using advanced ra-
dar polarimetric analysis,
the scientists identified ra-
dar signatures consistent
with the possible presence
of sub-surface ice beneath
the floors of four doubly
shadowed craters in the lu-
nar South Polar Region.

“Among the investigated
craters, one crater of 1.1 km
diameter within the Fausti-
ni crater shows particular-
ly strong evidence of sub-
surface ice, supported by
both radar observations
and distinctive lobate-rim
morphological characteris-
tics,” the ISRO added.

The findings are expect-
ed to have significant im-
plications for future lunar
exploration missions.

29M. Chandrayaan-2 identifies ‘possible presence’ of ice in lunar south pole

TATA-2 A TGHT & SIAON T N a6 1 ‘e sufeufa’ i g i

o Nearly six years after it was launched, India’s second moon mission Chandrayaan-2
continues to provide valuable data on the satellite.

il Blot & ST Bg Y a6 Y HR T GE Tg; (AT TgATeT-2 396 & IR H Agcaqor

STTART TSI ShadT ST T&T &

¢ In anew finding, scientists have found the possible presence of sub-surface ice in the Lunar

South Polar Region.

Teh 13 Wil & d=Aiarehi o TEHAT & Garoft greir &t & Hclg & =i ah i Feriaa sutreyfa ars

gl

e These were the findings of scientists from the Physical Research Laboratory (PRL) who

used observations from the Chandrayaan-2’s Dual Frequency Synthetic Aperture Radar

(DFSAR) payload.
3 forseny st SreTHeeT ST (PRL) o d=iTeieht GaRT fovehrel 31w, foiegiel Saamet-2 &
3@ WFad! FAfRE 3r9e R (DFSAR) Uells & el &l 391eT fnar|
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e In this study, the scientists focused on doubly shadowed craters.
Y T H IR o7 GIgdY BT aTel shedl UT EATeT shigd fa|
e These are special craters located in permanently shadowed regions (PSRs) of the moon.

4 AT & TUR &9 & BRI &1 (PSRs) # &y faaw she £

e Due to continuous shielding from sunlight and thermal radiation, these regions remain
extremely cold (temperatures -25K).

TG & T AR AN TAFHRIOT A SMAR GRIGIT T oh HIROT F 877 3Hcdeh 33 Tgel § (ATt
-25K)|

e These regions are considered favourable locations for preserving water-ice over long
geological timescales.

ST &TH1 T ol AT TeIeh A cfeh STol-ath &l AT T & TIT 3fefeped TUTeT HIAT ST L |

e Using advanced radar polarimetric analysis, the scientists identified radar signatures
consistent with the possible presence of sub-surface ice beneath the floors of four doubly
shadowed craters in the lunar South Polar Region.

oA TR NeRIATE [IRATOT T ITHNT I §T AATAhT F TgAT b & EIoh gefir 837 & TR
cTedT ST aTel $hell T HAg & AT qth T FHTTAT SUTEAT & 38T TSR el shT TgaTeT i |

e “Among the investigated craters, one crater of 1.1 km diameter within the Faustini crater
shows particularly strong evidence of sub-surface ice.”

“SITe fohT 31T gheXT H | Faustini crater & 3iaX fud 1.1 Y 1@ arelr Ueh shel Adg o ird
T o [T & F AT FATOT @I §1”

Colour blindness: a hidden vision condition many don’t realise they have

Lakshmi S.

espite being prevalent

among Indians, knowledge

and understanding of colour
blindness in India is extremely poor.
Most of the general population
believes that colour blindness is
when one sees the world only in
shades of black and white. But this is
not the case: most people with
colour blindness cannot
discriminate only between certain
colours, namely red-green or
blue-yellow combinations. The
disorder is congenital and thus,
many people may be unaware of
their condition all their lives.

Indian scenario

According to various studies in India,

around 8% of men and 0.5% of
women suffer from colour blindness,
which means almost 70 million
Indians are potentially colour blind.
Red-green type of this vision

problem is the most common type of
colour blindness, caused by a gene
mutation located on the X
chromosome. Thus, since men have
just one X chromosome, they are
much more susceptible to inheriting
this condition from their parents
compared to women.

A serious problem with
colour-blindness is that this
condition influences one’s life
unnoticed. Common problems that
people with this condition might
face on daily basis range from the
serious to the minor: misinterpreting
traffic lights, a negative impact on
academic performance of students,
an inability to match clothes,
problems working with colour-coded
charts or maps, issues with choosing
ripe fruit, and problems with
interpreting colour signals. Many of
these issues can go unnoticed until
the person gets diagnosed with the
problem.

It should be noted that there are

Colour clarity: According to various studies in lndla around 8% of men and 0.5% of women
suffer from colour blindness. GETTY IMAGES

multiple types of colour blindness.
For example, red-green is the most
common type, while blue-yellow
type and complete colour blindness

are rather uncommon. Besides,
while this problem is usually genetic,
it can also develop due to diabetes
mellitus, glaucoma, cataracts, retinal

diseases, optic nerve disease, brain
injury, with ageing and certain
medicines.

Any changes in colour vision
should be checked by an
ophthalmologist, as it can mean an
underlying serious eye or
neurological condition.

Testing of colour vision is
necessary for children and adults
who have diabetes or any chronic
eye diseases. Unfortunately, colour
blindness awareness is not high
enough in India to allow for testing
in schools for every child.

Addressing myths

There are also certain myths that
should be addressed. First of all, it is
a misconception that colour
blindness leads to total blindness. It
also has no connection to
intelligence. Despite the fact that
there are no ways to treat
genetically-determined colour
blindness permanently, some

individuals can be helped by
colour-filter glasses, which allow for
discriminating between different
colours. However, there is no
permanent cure for colour
blindness.

More awareness

Schools, workplaces, and other
areas use colour codes extensively,
making the creation of
colourblind-friendly environments
necessary. Teachers and other
educators need to be aware that
students should not be punished for
colour blindness.

Accommodating this need in
individuals may involve the use of
labels instead of colours, adding
patterns or symbols improving
lighting, and using certain apps that
can help identify colours.

(Dr. Lakshmi S. is head, clinical
services, Dr. Agarwals Eye Hospital,
Chennai.
omprakash.lakshmi@yahoo.com

29M. Colour blindness: a hidden vision condition many don’t realise they have

quit-trdT: U T §% gfe Rufa foresd ar & sreis sl Y I8 vgara =gl 81T & 3
Y yenfaa &

e Most of the general population believes that colour blindness is when one sees the world only
in shades of black and white.

TRIRTRI AT STAHEAT FE AT & o TMErT 1 31 B gferam a1 Shael shrel AR Tihe 1t T
ST H ST

e Butthisis not the case: most people with colour blindness cannot discriminate only between

certain colours, namely red-green or blue-yellow combinations.

Tohe] TE A AET & TTRILT TaTIET ShTehel shearel Fres TARIT @M, SIE ofTeT-gT T SHATelT-Urell Hotalt
& o1 37T AT Y U &
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The disorder is congenital and thus, many people may be unaware of their condition all their
lives.

IE TaehR STeHSIT B1aT § 3R SATAT 37aieh W19 379 IR Siidel 7 379ei 58 [Fufa & 31=fers
RE R

Indian scenario

SR aRgeT

According to various studies in India, around 8% of men and 0.5% of women sue er from
colour blindness, which means almost 70 million Indians are potentially colour blind.

R # TAfSeet 3Tl o ITAR, ST 8% &V 3R 0.5% Hfget Lrerar & difse &, forwepr
3 B T oTemT 7 I HRCAT Fefad &9 & Ter §l

Red-green type of this vision problem is the most common type of colour blindness, caused
by a gene mutation located on the X chromosome.

3 &S THEHT T STel-ET FehR LT T Hol HAT 9 &, ST X JORIR IR e e
ScqRadie & HROT T ¢l

Thus, since men have just one X chromosome, they are much more susceptible to inheriting
this condition from their parents compared to women.

38 YR, Lfoh Joul & halel Teh X JURIH BIclT &, SHTAT I AR Y Jofall & 370l AT-AAr &
30 FeAfd I ured et & i 317 Fagsreler g 2

Common problems that people with this condition might face on daily basis range from the
serious to the minor: misinterpreting traffic lights, a negative impact on academic performance
of students, an inability to match clothes, problems working with colour-coded charts or maps,
issues with choosing ripe fruit, and problems with interpreting colour signals.

39 Reyfa arel AT I Sfaeh Sfiaet 7 7R & ST ATHT doh 3Teleh TATITIT T ATHEAT XAl
93 HohdT &: ¢itheh olTgel I ITeTd GHSTEAT, faeaTiil & R80T Yeeled W AFRIcHS TTd, FIsi
T TEY Fel T T UTeAT, W-3MENRA ATE IT AFARIAT F TTT H1 FlA F HfSTS, qeh §T el ool
H FHETAT, TUT 3T Hehell hl STTEIT H TR2ATAT|

It should be noted that there are multiple types of colour blindness.

g ST T ST ARV o TN & 37eieh ThR Bl & |

For example, red-green is the most common type, while blue-yellow type and complete colour
blindness are rather uncommon.

3ETER0T & FoIu, olTel-61 TR Tl HHY &, T rell-diell SeR 31 quT Ferar 3r9afehd
geT gl
Besides, while this problem is usually genetic, it can also develop due to diabetes mellitus,

glaucoma, cataracts, retinal diseases, optic nerve disease, brain injury, with ageing and
certain medicines.

g8 3ifaRerd, TeITT g AT WA A1 gicll §, Ig AYAT (Diabetes Mellitus),
soaT, Ffaanfae, e T, gfe dfe e, Afass i die, sed 31y 3R $o gan3it &
HROT 871 fah AT & Thell &1

Any changes in colour vision should be checked by an ophthalmologist, as it can mean an
underlying serious eye or neurological condition.

T giSe # Tl ot aRadet S Sitar ek & At faeiwar (Ophthalmologist) aRT =T 7R,
Fifer Ig R aT8iR = a7 ST Taeh U T dohd &1 ThelT &1

Testing of colour vision is necessary for children and adults who have diabetes or any
chronic eye diseases.

3o et 3R aIERT & ToIT 37 giSe I Sife 31T ¢ foiee AYAT AT HIS Srefenlicieh o4 AT &

Addressing myths
stifarat T frreRToT
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e There are also certain myths that should be addressed.
T Hifcrar o § foievent foRrentor o St =nfee|

e First of all, it is a misconception that colour blindness leads to total blindness.
T Ugel, TG Teh Tolel YRUT & fob TTEIAT qOT 37eTcd o1 ShRUT Felcll ¢ |

e It also has no connection to intelligence.

Guantum safe thinking

India must be alive to challenges posed
by advanced encryption algorithms

T he new DST Task Force report on making

India’s digital ecosystems quantum-safe
is a product of contemplating a threat
that is both long-term and urgent. Today, public-
key cryptography underpins online identity pro-
tection and secure communications. Its protec-
tive ability rests on mathematical problems that
conventional computers cannot solve efficiently;
thus, the information is ‘hidden’ behind a lock
whose key is the solution to such a problem. Ho-
wever, a sufficiently capable quantum computer
could use, say, Shor’s algorithm to open this lock
in minutes or hours. Symmetric cryptography,
such as AES encryption, is less threatened by the
advent of quantum computers but the existential
exposure is nonetheless concentrated in public-
key infrastructure, which secures everything
from HTTPS to telecommunication networks.
The shorter-term problem is the possibility of a
bad actor harvesting encrypted data today and
decrypting them later using quantum compu-
ters. Post-quantum cryptography (PQC) is soft-
ware that can run on conventional computers
but with the added benefit of resisting attacks
from quantum computers. The DST report re-
commends three post-quantum standards final-
ised in 2024 to plan India’s efforts on the post-
quantum effort and that it begin migrating to this
architecture. This prudent advice must be fol-
lowed, especially vis-g-vis critical infrastructure,
financial services, power grids, and defence.
The migration must continue even if “Q-day” —
when quantum computers practically endanger
public-key cryptography — is pushed back from
the report’s expected 2029. Indeed, experts dis-
agree on this point, although the mainstream
view is that both “Q-day” and migration will take
at least a decade. Cryptography is in practice a
set of dependencies often spread across — within,
say, a ministry — databases, legacy hardware,
vendor software, authentication protocols, and
control systems. Thus, the challenges of the
sprawling organisational transition must not be
underestimated. Moreover, since advanced Al
can autonomously compromise the software
layer today and quantum computers threaten the
mathematics of encryption tomorrow, the threat
surface is much larger than what “Q-day” alone
portends. The report recommends the wider
adoption of PQC and, in environments requiring
higher security assurances, the more technically
demanding quantum key distribution (QKD) as
well. For India, that means a new budgetary allo-
cation of at least ¥5,000 crore; upgrading legacy
infrastructure for interoperability; rationalising
vendor dependence; and fostering and retaining
the human capital, as QKD engineers are rare to-
day. India must also periodically reassess its
needs considering the acute trade-off QKD poses
between security and operational efficiency.

ST Ge [UHT & 87 IS T 761 ¢

o Despite the fact that there are no ways to treat genetically-
determined colour blindness permanently, some individuals can be
helped by colour-filter glasses, which allow for discriminating
between different colours.

eI Jegafe v & frefifia Frerar &1 Farl sTar @ 78,
T 81 o Safererall hl {oT-Rhoet Tl & Hgrad e Fhehl &, St
TAfFeeT T o &I 3T el H Acg A &

e However, there is no permanent cure for colour blindness.

gTelToh, TIMYT T s TURAT TR 3T AT £ |

More awareness

e Schools, workplaces, and other areas use colour codes
extensively, making the creation of colourblind-friendly
environments necessary.

facaTer, sriEerdl 3R 31 8131 3 o1 Heohd | &l sarqeh 3uier fhar
STTCT &, TSR TaTTer-3efehel ATcTaRoT AT fHIOT 3Taedeh gl STl &

e Teachers and other educators need to be aware that
students should not be punished for colour blindness.

fRraTenl 3R 31 RIeTTact 1 a5 FHswEr amfew far faeamRiat i
TIMEIAT & HRUT &S AAgT [T SATeAT AU |

e Accommodating this need in individuals may involve the
use of labels instead of colours, adding patterns or symbols,

improving lighting, and using certain apps that can help identify
colours.

STl hT S ALYl hl X el o ToIT LTt oh AT IX el T
39T, Yot AT Fchiehl T ST, FehTel STEAT H FUR FHIAT, AT T
TEHTeTal A HGRICT led dTel S TN T STANIT T ST Feell
J

29M.Quantum-safe thinking

e India must be alive to challenges posed by advanced
encryption algorithms

HRT Y Seelel U ORI TeaREH RN Sceet Jollfciail o Fict Hcleh
&1 TR T

e The new DST Task Force report on making India’s digital
ecosystems quantum-safe is a product of contemplating a threat
that is both long-term and urgent.

HR o f3Toree TRTEUTash o=l @1 Fared-JIf@IT (quantum-safe)
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AT W IR 51§ DST e BRF RAE Tah T @k R [9aR &1 IRoma § St Srefemifores off &
3R 31T Arcnifern |

Today, public-key cryptography underpins online identity protection and secure
communications.

37ToT afeersh-shY RRTeIImRY Jiferge Tgare FRaf 3R FRIaTd §ar T JmeRfRrer g

Its protective ability rests on mathematical problems that conventional computers cannot
solve efficiently; thus, the information is ‘hidden’ behind a lock whose key is the solution to
such a problem.

ST & &THT 37 ATOIART FHAEATIT T IR § Foies TRAN HoIel T 9 & gl oF61
FT Tohd,;, 3 THR, SRR Th 0T drel & Ny =y w5 & gy ame o € el gaear &1

AT 8T &

However, a sufficiently capable quantum computer could use, say, Shor’s algorithm to
open this lock in minutes or hours.

fehec], TATCT &THAT ATe FATEH FTILI ETEIUI: AN TEREH (Shor’s Algorithm) T 3Tar
¥eh 3 el T Hos [HTet A1 el F Wl Fehel 1
Symmetric cryptography, such as AES encryption, is less threatened by the advent of

gquantum computers but the existential exposure is nonetheless concentrated in public-key
infrastructure, which secures everything from HTTPS to telecommunication networks.

R freeamdy, S AES wfeweer, Faied Segedl & A ¥ &S HF FHIE 8,
feher] AT WRT HEI: Tieeish-ahT ATl I e &, ST HTTPS & S gTHIR
Acdeh deh T FS GIETA HIc &

Post-quantum cryptography (PQC) is software that can run on conventional computers but
with the added benefit of resisting attacks from quantum computers.

diee-Faie BFeeramhY (PQC) TT HitFedaT & S IRUR hegedl ux oel Hehell B, o] 383
FATCH HY & ATHAUI T FTRIY A 1 HTARFT 77T gl

Cryptography is in practice a set of dependencies often spread across — within, say, a

ministry — databases, legacy hardware, vendor software, authentication protocols, and

control systems.

SFER H TRCIaIThT 31eieh R A3t &1 Gog 8, S ol Harery o $fiek Serad, s
BSAR, FashaT TiFea AR, FATONET Tietshier 3R faz=or gonfearat & Helr gt &1

e The report recommends the wider adoption of PQC and, in environments requiring higher
security assurances, the more technically demanding quantum key distribution (QKD) as

well.

RAE A PQC T dTueh 9 & 379eATe oTUT ek el &I 3RATH dlel ATclTaivil & clehoiieh!

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quizi'a. Now
powering most EVs (particularly Chinese ones), LFP batteries owe much of
their commercial viability to the polyanion cathode framework pioneered in
the late 1980s by Nobel laureate John B. Goodenough and his associate, who
was born in a small village in Tamil Nadu. Ans: Prof. Arumugam Manthiram
2. From ane Goodenough associate to another: while the scientist in Q1 laid
the conceptual groundwork, the actual 1997 paper announcing LiFePQs as a
cathode was led by a scientist from Kalahandi, Odisha. Name him. Ans:
Akshaya Padhi

3. Named after a Russian mineralogist and first found in the Urals in 1839,
identify this crystal structure revolutionising photovoltaics. Ans: Perovskite
4. 1n 1987, a water-well worker in Bourakébougou, Mali, accidentally set off a
blue flame that burned for weeks in a borewell. Decades later, the gas was
found to be 98% pure. Name this naturally mined, newest “colour” of
hydrogen. Ans: Gold or White or natural Hydrogen

5. Name the Fujian-born physicist who founded CATL in 2011, the world's
largest battery maker and LFP producer. Ans: Robin Zeng or Zeng Yuqun
Visual: Name this Victorian mansion in Northumberland, the world's first
home lit by hydroelectricity in 1878, and its industrialist owner. Ans: Cragside
House. William Armstrong

Early Birds: Utsav Kaushal | Arun Kumar Singh | Neil Lall | Bhavya Pandey |
ViswanadhaRao Batchu

T 31T8F Aol Faresd Y AaIor (QKD) JoTTelr
3TN T 8T 37T I ¢l

e For India, that means a new budgetary allocation
of at least ¥5,000 crore; upgrading legacy infrastructure
for interoperability; rationalising vendor dependence; and
fostering and retaining the human capital, as QKD
engineers are rare today.

R & T SHFT 37 & FH-J-H €5,000 FNS T 737
SOIEY 3T, TREYeh HIIETHT & GIeAT HTATT T
SeeaeT, fshdl fHeRaT &1 Atfehes qoidiaet; T Al
AT T faerr 31 TRETOT, Fifeh aaideT & QKD
goNfert 31cdia goler €
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29M.QUIZ: S&T

1. Prof. Arumugam Manthiram and LFP Battery Revolution

e Prof. Arumugam Manthiram, born in Tamil Nadu, worked with Nobel laureate John B.
Goodenough and helped develop the polyanion cathode framework that later enabled
Lithium Iron Phosphate (LFP) batteries.

e LFP batteries are widely used in modern Electric Vehicles (EVs), especially in China,
because they are safer, thermally stable, cheaper, and have longer life cycles than cobalt-
based batteries.

e 2. Akshaya Padhi and the LiFePO4 Discovery

e Scientist Akshaya Padhi from Kalahandi, Odisha, led the landmark 1997 research paper
that identified LiFePO4 (Lithium Iron Phosphate) as an effective cathode material for
rechargeable lithium-ion batteries.

e Working with John B. Goodenough, Padhi demonstrated that phosphate-based cathodes
could deliver high safety and long cycle life.

e Today, LiFePO4 batteries power millions of EVs and energy-storage systems globally.

3. Perovskite Crystal Structure and Solar Technology

e Perovskite is a crystal structure named after Russian mineralogist Lev Perovski and was
first identified in the Ural Mountains in 1839 by Gustav Rose.

e Perovskite materials are revolutionising solar photovoltaics because they offer high
efficiency, lightweight construction, and lower manufacturing costs compared to conventional
silicon solar cells.

e Recent research has achieved perovskite solar-cell efficiencies above 26%. Scientists are
now focusing on improving durability and moisture resistance to make commercial large-scale
deployment more practical.

4. White or Natural Hydrogen in Mali

e In 1987, a borewell accident in Bourakébougou, Mali, revealed a naturally occurring
hydrogen reserve containing nearly 98% pure hydrogen.

e This resource is called White Hydrogen, Gold Hydrogen, or Natural Hydrogen because it
is extracted directly from underground without industrial processing.

e The discovery renewed global interest in naturally occurring hydrogen as a clean-energy
source. Scientists estimate that underground natural hydrogen reserves could be enormous.

e Several countries are now exploring geological hydrogen resources as part of future carbon-
free energy strategies.

5. Robin Zeng and CATL’s Global Battery Dominance

e Robin Zeng (Zeng Yuqun), a physicist born in Fujian, China, founded CATL (
Contemporary Amperex Technology Co. Limited) in 2011.

e CATL has become the world’s largest producer of EV batteries and a leading manufacturer of
LFP batteries. The company supplies batteries to major automobile companies including
Tesla, BMW, and several Chinese EV brands.

e CATL is investing heavily in battery recycling, sodium-ion batteries, and advanced energy-
storage technologies to support the rapidly expanding global electric mobility market. (
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Coal gasification can help
substitute imports of up to
X3 lakh crore, says Reddy

Saptaparno Ghos!
NEW DELHI

Coal gasification can help
substitute imports of up to
I3 lakh crore, Union Coal
Minister G. Kishan Reddy
said, adding that the sus-
tainable mining method al-
so extends to ensuring self-
reliance for India’s indus-
tries and overall economic
security.

“Each year, the country
imports products valued at
up to 33 lakh crore that
could also be availed via
coal gasification,” he said
at a promotional roadshow
for surface coal and lignite
gasification projects, here
on Thursday.

Coal gasification entails
conversion of coal into syn-
gas, which can be used to
produce chemicals, fertilis-
ers and hydrogen.

It was also informed
that the government was

G. Kishan Reddy

working on a policy to in-
clude within the broader
urea policy — an incentiv-
ised component that shall
include urea produced via
coal gasification.

On May 13, the Union
Cabinet had approved the
scheme for promotion of
surface coal/lignite gasifi-
cation projects with a fi-
nancial outlay of 337,500
crore.

Explaining the aspect
on ensuring economic se-
curity, Mr. Reddy said, “In-

dia is nearly 90% import-
dependent for many indus-
trial chemicals.  For
procuring these essential
chemicals, the country
spends a lot of foreign cur-
rency.”

“Geopolitical tensions,
such as the conflict in West
Asia which have caused
shipping disruptions glo-
bally, have also impacted
India’s supply chains.
Thus, gasification [now] al-
so extends as a subject for
strategic industrial, self-re-
liance, economic security
and [the vision for] Viksit
Bharat,” he added.

In response to a ques-
tion from The Hindu on the
technology for coal gasifi-
cation, the Minister said it
would not be a problem as
the government had eased
restrictions for import of
technology and with priv-
ate sector collaboration in
the realm.

include urea produced via coal gasification.
IE 97 I 1T o TR AT IRAT A 3 37ceid v Sicareet 3mend wraee enfder
A WA @ &, Fas e efentor @ 3carfed gRar s enfier 3w seem

e On May 13, the Union Cabinet had approved the scheme for promotion of surface
coall/lignite gasification projects with a financial outlay of 37,500 crore.

13 A FI 1T ARHST o AT PII/faTaASe IWaor IRASTAT3N T Jerar 2o 6 Tt i
37,500 F035 & [Iiy Srarerret & ey Hodr &r oY

o Explaining the aspect on ensuring economic security, Mr. Reddy said,
import-dependent for many industrial chemicals.”

29M. Coal gasification can help
substitute imports of up to %3
lakh crore, says Reddy

FIIAT AHHIOT 3 AT FAOS dh
F AT &1 AFET T TFT &,
CICREEH

e Coal gasification can help
substitute imports of up to ¥3 lakh
crore, Union Coal Minister G. Kishan
Reddy said.

HET Yo 7T SfY. fRerer 338 F g 6
F1gerr dHHToT 23 TG FUS dh F

3T FT [T 97 GhaT B

e Coal gasification entails
conversion of coal into syngas, which
can be used to produce chemicals,
fertilisers and hydrogen.

Frger Ao 7 e H AT
(Syngas) & gRafdd forar Srar g, foraenr
3TN IHR, 3a%h 3R gT83Teted dellel 7
o ST Herar B

e It was also informed that the
government was working on a policy to
include within the broader urea policy
an incentivised component that shall

“India is nearly 90%

3T GR&T YA et & Tgre T TISC et §U AT XSS o hefl, “HR s e @t
& foIT SIT8aT 90% TaTa-fAsiT 817

e As the government had eased restrictions for import of technology and with private sector
collaboration in the realm.

FAIP TSR o dohaileh AT W Tfaaet 7 & & & 3R sT 8y & [eh a7 & ggader ar o
JoraT e g
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Global heat likely to shatter records
in next five years: UN climate report

Assocnate! Press

WASHINGTON

In the next five years, the
Earth is overwhelmingly
likely to surge again and
again past the internation-
al climate threshold set as
safe and shatter its hottest-
year record along the way,
according to new United
Nations climate
projections.

The World Meteorologi-
cal Organization also fore-
casts an overheating Arctic
that warms nearly 3 de-
grees Fahrenheit (1.66 de-
grees Celsius) between
now and 2030 and a
dangerous drought with
potential wildfires for the
Amazon, a crucial part of
Earth’s defences to lessen
human-caused  climate
change. A hotter globe
from the burning of coal,
oil and gas means more ex-

Sweltering summer: Tourists use an umbrella for shade near the
Colosseum during a heatwave in Rome on Thursday. AFP

treme weather including
floods, droughts and heat
waves, scientists said.

The projections by the
UN climate agency and the
United Kingdom’s (U.K.)
Meteorological Office said
there’s a 75% chance that
the average global temper-
ature between 2026 and
2030 will exceed 1.5 de-
grees Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) since pre-in-

dustrial times. That thresh-
old is the agreed-upon li-
mit of warming — averaged
over 20 years — set in 2015
by the Paris climate deal.
A UN report a few years
later detailed how exceed-
ing that 1.5 mark means
more likely death, danger
and species loss. Even
though it’s only a few
tenths of a degree, some of
the planet’s ecosystems,

such as coral and glaciers,
can’t handle the strain.

There’s a 91% chance
that at least one of the next
five years will shoot past
the 1.5 degree threshold
and an 86% chance that
one of those years will
smash the record for
Earth’s hottest year set in
2024, the WMO report
said. The WMO projects
each year between now
and 2030 to be between 1.3
degrees Celsius (2.3 de-
grees Fahrenheit) and 1.9
degrees Celsius (3.4 de-
grees Fahrenheit) since the
late 1800s.

“It’s important to note
that [1.5] is not kind of a
cliff edge that we’re going
to fall off,” said report co-
author Melissa Seabrook, a
climate scientist.

“Every kind of 0.1 of a
degree has more and more
severe impact.”

29M. Global heat likely to shatter records in next five years: UN climate report

3T aie ast # e 7+lf Rep1s drg gavclt §: w7 weg sraary Rare

e The World Meteorological Organization also forecasts an overheating Arctic that warms
nearly 3 degrees Fahrenheit (1.66 degrees Celsius) between now and 2030.

faea wtaer st Warsa A off 37Tt oM & T Jirhfeeh &1 319 & 2030 o offer efarsyar 3 f3af
FReIEET (1.66 f33ft Afeaa) aw 311 a7 gr stoem|

World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

e The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN)

responsible for international cooperation in the fields of:
o Meteorology
Weather forecasting
Climate science
Hydrology
Atmospheric science
Geophysics
e The WMO plays an important role in:
o Global weather monitoring
o Climate change studies
o Disaster warning systems
o Scientific exchange of meteorological data
e Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
e Established: 23 March 1950
e Parent Organization: United Nations (UN)

O O O O O
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e Origin of International Meteorological Cooperation
o Weather systems move across national boundaries. Therefore, international cooperation
became necessary for weather forecasting and climate observation.
o Early cooperation in meteorology increased after the invention of the telegraph in 1843 because
weather information could be transmitted rapidly between countries.
o In 1873, the International Meteorological Organization (IMO) was established as a non-
governmental platform for exchanging weather data and scientific observations.
Formation of WMO
e The World Meteorological Convention was signed on: 11 October 1947
The Convention came into force on: 23 March 1950
In 1951, the WMO officially became a specialized agency of the United Nations.
Membership
As of 2026, the WMO has: 193 Member States and Territories
The organization promotes: Free and unrestricted exchange of weather and climate data among
countries.
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29M | Nearly 1,200 fishing harbours to be brought under CISF watch: Centre

FOT 1,200 AET G A CISF F fAIRT=T F o Sreem: &g

Nearly 1,200 fishing harbours to be
brought under CISF watch: Centre

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Nearly 1,200 fishing har-
bours and fishing landing
sites are all set to be
brought under the over-
sight of the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF)
as part of the Union Home
Ministry’s plan to secure
India’s coastline.

A senior government of-
ficial said that after assign-
ing the security-related du-
ties at around 250 sea
ports to the CISF, the Mi-
nistry proposes to bring
the fishing harbours and
landing sites under the su-
pervision of the force.

“It is not possible to de-
ploy CISF personnel at all
the fishing harbours but
the CISF will be roped in to
design the security tem-
plate and guide the local
administration in manag-
ing the security protocol.
From regulating the move-
ment of fisherfolk through
biometric attendance sys-
tem to providing smart ID
cards, the CISF can pro-
vide an overall frame-
work,” said the official.
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Earlier, to strengthen coastal security, Centre designated the CISF as

the security regulator for over 250 seaports. JOTHI RAMALINGAM B

At present, there are a
total of 1,547 notified fish
landing centres and fishing
harbours in 13 coastal
States and Union Territo-
ries of West Bengal, Od-
isha, Andhra Pradesh, Ta-
mil Nadu, Puducherry,
Kerala, Karnataka, Goa,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Da-
man and Diu, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, and
Lakshadweep.

The fishing sites are
managed both by the State
and Union governments.
While the States are res-
ponsible for post-construc-
tion management, mainte-
nance, and operation of
the fishing harbours under

their control and have ar-
rangements for manage-
ment of these harbours,
those under the control of
the Centre are under the
aegis of Port Trusts, the Mi-
nistry of Fisheries in-
formed the Rajya Sabha on
December 17, 2025.

Uniform security
The official said that there
are multiple security agen-
cies deployed along the
coastline, starting from the
local police to Indian Coast
Guard and Indian Navy
further in the sea.

“As there are multiple
agencies involved, a un-
iform security template is
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Website : patrioticias.in

missing. The CISF can be
used to plug the gaps and
also sensitise the local pop-
ulation to coastal security,”
the official added.

In December 2025, Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah convened a meeting
for the constitution of a
dedicated body, the Bu-
reau of Port Security, for
the security of vessels and
port facilities. The body,
on the line of the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security, is
still in the making.

Earlier, to plug the gaps
in coastal security, the Un-
ion government designat-
ed the CISF as the security
regulator for over 250 sea-
ports in the country. Offi-
cials said that the govern-
ment intends to deploy
“sovereign entity” also at
private seaports which
handle cargo, bringing
them under the a uniform
security architecture.

In 2023, following delib-
erations at the National Se-
curity Strategy Confe-
rence, guidelines were
issued by the Home Minis-
try to handle sea-port se-
curity.
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29M. Nearly 1,200 fishing harbours to be brought under CISF watch: Centre
FOT 1,200 ACET FeIMET Y CISF &Y A=t & orar Sream: &g

Nearly 1,200 fishing harbours and fishing landing sites are all set to be brought under the
oversight of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) as part of the Union Home
Ministry’s plan to secure India’s coastline.

HRA & T &Y= T JR&T o TNT HFrT I[g AT Y VTedl oh gl I 1,200 AT
FETET AR HSCl AR aTel Tl 1 FERT 3NN F&T e (CISF) T faRre & o
ST |

“CISF will be roped in to design the security template and guide the local administration in
managing the security protocol.”

“XAfehet CISF 2T & GraT TR el IR TUTAT T T GR&T Fethier Jaeral 7 Amieele
et & forw enfier foram seam|”

“From regulating the movement of fisherfolk through biometric attendance system to providing
smart ID cards, the CISF can provide an overall framework,” said the official.

HTRRRY o1 g, “STAATER SUTREYTT JoTelr o AT § APIHRT T ITATSIEN I AT el &
AR TATE YgdTeT I 3T I ek, CISF Ueh FHI ST Yl i Fehd &1”

At present, there are a total of 1,547 notified fish landing centres and fishing harbours in
13 coastal States and Union Territories.

FAAT H 13 T Toat 3R Feenfid sl 7 Far 1,547 sftrgfRe Aeer s@awor &g 3k
AT TEWE &
These include West Bengal, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala,

Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Daman and Diu, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
and Lakshadweep.

gaet 3R &, A AR ARER gdiawsg auT dateE A g
The fishing sites are managed both by the State and Union governments.
HET Tl 1 JeEe T g 3R she TR Al SaRT foham Sirar gl

While the States are responsible for post-construction management, maintenance, and
operation of the fishing harbours under their control.

T8I T TIPN 39 [ATT0T Iy HET SSL@Ma! & [AHTUNER Taere, {EE 31K gare &
T SeaeR &

And have arrangements for management of these harbours.

3R 557 TRt F YU I HTEAT FAT B

Those under the control of the Centre are under the aegis of Port Trusts, the Ministry of
Fisheries informed the Rajya Sabha on December 17, 2025.

AT FATOT o 17 RHEX 2025 l ASTWHT H AT {3 Sy o 0T el S8 9NE TFeH &
31l 3§

Uniform security
W{I,THT

The official said that there are multiple security agencies deployed along the coastline.

ST 7 gt o T & WY 3 FOET Toifadr oalred ¢
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Starting from the local police to Indian Coast Guard and Indian Navy further in the sea.
AT GO & ol g H 39T e HRCAT dTeeTs ao8 AR ARAT FaT aah |

“As there are multiple agencies involved, a uniform security template is missing.”

“Hfeh SHH S TSITHGT AMTAT &, SHIT Teh FATT GR&T e o7el §1”

In December 2025, Union Home Minister Amit Shah convened a meeting for the constitution

of a dedicated body, the Bureau of Port Security, for the security of vessels and port
facilities.

fewaT 2025 # 3 ajg #A1 AT e A STETS IR deTanE Gl Hr geaT F fow vw
TR HeT S 3 W ReRE & Toet &g o ges |

The body, on the line of the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security, is still in the making.

g HEAT S 3w Rl vhrvee RaFnRE i aor o) s o @ & 3R 30l sarefia 3

Earlier, to plug the gaps in coastal security, the Union government designated the CISF as
the security regulator for over 250 seaports in the country.

FHY Tge T GR&TT T FHFAT T gT oA oh oIT St TAR ¥ €27 o 250 W JAferh Ty
FETE! & foIT CISF ot FRaT famen fagerd fonam |

Officials said that the government intends to deploy “sovereign entity” also at private seaports
which handle cargo.

HTIRIREGT 7 gl o TPR 191l HeTelat aTel ol FHET serel R &l “Hlaet Tieey” caarel
F T AT TAT T B
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